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One-Stop Design Shop

Alloy Workshop takes clients from the initial designs to the final stages—all under one roof

Theresa Reynolds Curry
Photos by Mark Miller
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Where mechanics once lifted the hoods of problem vehicles at Star Hill Automotive on 
West Main, there’s a new courtyard compound with two restaurants—one a noodle house 
and the other a meatball house—that share an outside dining patio and an airy hallway with 
restrooms. It’s an attractive re-done industrial space combining old and new natural materi-
als with a few interesting reminders of its automotive past.

If you stop to have a meatball or falafel sandwich at One Meatball Place, you’ll notice a 
certain cohesiveness—a kind of style that’s charming but not cloying, clean but not cold, 
upbeat and fun without the cliches. There’s a reason for this: the overall design, much of 
the construction, and the menu and logo design are all from the same creative center.

The website, when completed, will also benefit from the consistent design style,  
thanks to Alloy Workshop, a young operation that hosts a trio of separate but overlapping 
creative ventures.

Earlier this year, the Alloy Workshop moved into a cheerful, partly orange building on 
Rose Hill Drive, transformed from the musty lair of a private eye to a modern, light-filled 
office by its present inhabitants. Here, businesses can find design guidance and practical 
application that extends from the first architect’s rendering through bricks and mortar 
through a web presence consistent with the business style.

Or not. Part of the beauty of having the three operations, architect—builder and graphic 
designer—all under the same roof and accustomed to working together, is that they can also 
all operate independently, says architect Daniel Zimmerman, one of the principals in the 
Workshop, already an award-winning Charlottesville firm.  Another plus to the “one-stop-shop” 
approach is that when one aspect is under-employed, another is likely to be bustling.
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Born in Winchester, educated in Virginia and launched professionally in New York City, Zimmerman 
was glad to come back to his home state in 2004. He sees Charlottesville as a spot on a cultural continuum 
kind of halfway between New York and Winchester. “There’s a lot going on here,” he said. 

Zimmerman plunged right into civic life, trying to learn as much as he could about the inner workings 
of his new home. He’s a graduate of the Charlottesville Neighborhood Leadership Institute, a program 
designed to acquaint residents with the nuts and bolts of urban processes. “I found out that our city is 
fiscally conservative and culturally progressive,” he said, and he attributes much of the city’s success to 
this mix.

Zimmerman was featured in a 2007 edition of “Cottage Living,” for the work he did on an 18th-
century log cabin. Like many architects, he found he liked the hands-on application of his design and 
enjoyed building as well as planning. His first business in Charlottesville was a design/build operation 
doing small jobs. These days, he leaves the construction leadership to partner Zach Snider. The two 
met through some common projects and found they shared many of the same ideas.

The graphic design component is overseen by Serena Gruia, Alloy’s creative director, a graphic 
designer and printmaker whose professional focus was moving in the direction of big projects just 
as the workshop was expanding. Gruia is also the owner of Littletree Press, a small letterpress print 
shop that’s caught the attention of national style writers and broadcasters. Gruia offers a full range of 
graphic design services through Alloy, including helping business owners find a consistent look that 
carries through presentations, logos, signs and stationery.

Zimmerman admits he sometimes misses his days with the hammer and hard hat: “There’s something 
about the physical work and immediate tangible results that’s very appealing,” he said.
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Dreams

28 Marwood Drive $169,900

Rancher with Large Fenced Backyard -
Screened Porch - Garage!

30 Bolling Circle $188,500

Minutes from Main Beach amenities!
Spacious Colonial with attached Garage

19 Overlook Circle $188,500

Total Seclusion Overlooking Rivanna
River, Fin. Basement withWalk-out

4 Ponderosa Lane $228,500

Golf Area Home, Lrg.LvgRm w/stylish
Brick FP & New Carpet, Large Kitchen

947 Jefferson Drive $268,900

Located on Lake’s wide-cove spillway,
120-ft of river-like waterfrontage

71 Laguna Road $275,000

Just a few blocks from Beach #3. Mak-
ing this aWater Lover’s Dream Home!

15 Brassie Terrace $299,500

On 5th Fairway,Unique French Design
w/European Cedar-Shake Exterior

63 Ponderosa Lane $378,500

3224 sf fin - 4 BR - 2.5 BA - 366-ft of
Waterfrontage w/Private Beach

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT LAKE MONTICELLO OR TO VIEW ALL HOMES AVAILABLE: www.LakeMonticelloProperties.com
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a Home
In Lake

Monticello?
WorkWith
the Area’s
Leader In
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Over A
Decade!
Expert
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Knowledge
ThatWill
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His experience does continue to inform his design, he said. He finds 
himself considering  Alloy’s and other carpenters as he works through the 
design of each project. He has also become skilled at working with owners, 
chefs, other architects, other builders, and a variety of zoning and space 
challenges in his work, especially with restaurants. The restaurant work: 
“That’s really where all three of our businesses can work together,” he said. 
Alloy has won awards for the innovative Commonwealth Restaurant and 
Skybar, and for Rise Pizzaworks, as well as awards for general business 
performance and for the best Charlottesville carpenters.

The workshop prides itself on its flexibility and professionalism as well 
as its considerable communal skill. Alloy Workshop is able to work on 
complicated projects, where many people with competing interests and 
areas of authority are involved, Zimmerman said. This kind of low-key 
collaboration and creative problem solving has been a key to their success, 
Zimmerman believes. Besides the awards testifying to the creativity and 
quality of Alloy’s work, another benchmark for Alloy, which started just as 
the recession hit full force, is that it’s been able to expand its staff, adding 
interns, carpenters and office administrators as needed, a real victory in 
today’s market.

Find Alloy Workshop at www.alloyworkshop.com.
Find One Meatball Place at 513 West Main St., Charlottesville, (434) 244-3005.


